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CHAPTER ONE 


1:1 


[A] When do they include the mention of “the powers of rain” [in the 


Prayer]? 


[B] R. Eliezer says, “On the first day of the Festival [of Tabernacles].” 
[C] R. Joshua says, “On the last day of the Festival.” 
[D] Said to him R. Joshua, “Since rain is only a sign of a curse when it 


comes on the Festival itself, why should one mention it?” 


[E] Said to him R. Eliezer, “I too have said so not for the purpose of 


asking [for rain], but only of mentioning ‘restoring the wind and 
bringing down the rain,’ [that is,] in its due season.” 


[F] He said to him, “If so, one should always make mention of it.” 


[1:1 A] 


[B] 


[C] 


[D] 


[E] 


[F] 


The reason [for the position] of R. Eliezer is that, since the few species 
[of the Festival of Tabernacles] grow beside water, they are brought as 
harbingers of water. 


Another consideration: When the slave serves his master to the fullest 
[that is, at the Festival] that is when he seeks his reward from him. 


Said to him R. Joshua, “And is it not when the slave has served his 
master to the fullest, and the master is pleased with him, that the slave 
seeks his reward from him, [and that comes at the and, not the 
beginning, of the Festival]?” 


“Another consideration: A slave asks for his reward only near the time 
of his reward [i.e., when it becomes due]. 


It has been taught: R. Eliezer says, “At the time of the taking up of the 
palm branch [for the Festival, that is, at the beginning].” 


R. Joshua says, “At the time of putting it down.” 


[G] In the view of this last [argument imputed to Eliezer], it is the 
same as the picture of R. Eliezer’ s opinion given at the outset [at 


